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HABS NO. NV-20-B
Location: 44 miles eazt of Failon, Churchill County, Nevada on High
way 50, 54 miies north on Dixie Vailey Road

US3S Humboidt Salt Marsh Quadrangie (185°),
Oniverszai Tranaverze Mercator Coordinatem:11-424825-4423228

Significance: Tbe atone cellar waa erected hy the Gilbert Brothersz ca.
1860 - 1866. HNevada Place Names atatea that Dixie Valiey
wag gzettled by southern gympathizerz in 18681 and in thsat
game year the second goid atrike in the territory was made
in Cottonwcod Canyon. The mining town of Boiivia was
quickiy establisbed in the Canyon about three nmile=s
northwe=zt of thiz atructure. At about the same time an
above ground building of gimilar construction waz built
about 41 feet to tbhe north. While not the work of a master
builder they are exampiea of vernacuiar architecture and
embody distincetive characteriastica of a type, perliod, and
method of conatruction. Modificationg and rehabiiitation
without regard f{or acoepted gtandardas have diminished tbelir

integrity but they =2till convey the esgence of thelir
bistoric past.

Degcription: The eartb-zbeltered atructure hasz interior dimensiona of
10" 10" by 14'9° with wallas extending 2ix feet ahove a
compacted earth fiocor. The walls were made of dry-iaid
rubbie from the alluvial fan on which the structure i=a
located. Mud plaster coated the wailz which wae then
painted white.

The roof ia gupported by a minglie cottonwood log reating

on the door lintel and the back wall. Cottonwood vigas then
apanned from zide walls to the centrail beam. Maximum beight
to the ceiling is 7'4°. Hooked ruga, rags, and newapapera
were added to piug gapa left by the vigaz and zoil was then
used to cover the roof. A board vent penetrated the roof
and extended to & beight of 7°4° above the so0il cover. The
originai door and hingez have been replaced with more modern
types. Mp. Lamb alao repaired the roof after he acquired
the property. He repliaced the hroken center beam and & few
of the vigaa.

The ceilar was built by digging a hole approximately four
teet deep, erecting the wailz and roof, then backfill
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leaving a mound about four feet high.

Sheldon Lamb atatea that the root cellar and 1lt’3 asmoclated
gtone huilding were built in 1868 by the Gilbert brotherz as
a hage camp for a mine they were working in the Stillwater
Bange about five miles north of the ranch. Mrz. Lamb claims
that they were built in 1860 or 1861. Nelther date nor
congtruction by the Gllbert’s has heen confirmed. The
earlieat record for the property is December 23, 1808 when
the Qovernor signed the patent. The patent #5664 wagm
recorded on NMovember 27, 1914 in the name of Alva Boyenr.

The BLM office in Carson City has no recorda of the property
hefore Degert Land Entry in 1861 or prior to statehood when
control of the land waz tranzferred to the ztate. There ia
no evidence of anyone azsociated with the ranch having had a
aignificant role in the history of Hevada. The Lamh’'=e
purchased the ranch in 1866 and the U. S. Navy purchaged it
in December 1886 under a program to buy property from thosze
ownerz wizhing to relocate from under the Navy’'sz Supersonic
Operations Area. Future plana call for ahandoning the
atructureg and isgguing agricultural outleazes on the land.

Mr. & Mrs. Sheldon Lamb

Northern Mevada Title Company, Fallon, Nevada

Bureau of Land Management, Carson City. Mevada

Nevada Place Homen

Biztory of Hevada, 1881 reproduced by Thompson and %ezt in
19088 v

W. E. Frazier, Puhlic Workas Departmeni, Yaval Alr Station,
Fallon, MNevada
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Top of vent to soil cover - 7' 4"
Tep of vent to bottam of vent - 9' &7
Height of interior walls ~ &'
Height of roof at the peak - 7' 4"
‘ Center of vent of Roat Cellar bears N53° 537 48"W 1535.33 feer from the West
1/16 corner between sections 7 and 18, T24 N R 37
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